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EXCERPTS FROM THE BOOK, "VISIBILITY AND CAMOUFLAGE OF SHIPS"

&

Engr-Maj I. V. Levitin
Stalin Prize Laureate

The publisher's preface describes the book, Visibility and
Camouflage of Ships as follows:

""I'h_is book examines problems concerning the visual camouflage of ships.
The materisl is based on the latest work of Soviet scientists in this field
and is intended for use by naval officers with a general naval education.

"The first chapter contains a short history of the introduction and devel-
opment of camouflage in our fleet. Chapters II - IV deal with daylight condi-
tions, *he optical qualities of background, optical illusions, and the visibil-
ity of ships at sea. Chapters V - VIII ‘describe all forms of visual camouflage,
and Chapter IX includes information on methods employed to distinguish a camou-
flaged ship from its background" [ ncluding the use of infrared. equipment, color
filters, and polanzed filters7.

" The author's preface discusses camouflage requireménts , and
stresses the continuing importance of visual camouflage as follows:

"Camouflage must always confuse the observer, the methods used depending
on the enemy's approach., Thus, if the enemy is employing visual means of ob-
servation such as the eye, optical instruments, or photographic apparatus, we -
must employ dazzle painting, smokescreens, and natural camouflage. If, on the
other hand, the enemy is using radar, we must use special methods based upon a
study of the characteristics of his radar transmissions.

"Opinions have recently been expressed that the introduction of radar ren-

*  ders obsolete the use of visual camouflage. This view is, of course, completely
' unsound. Ipasmuch as visual sighting is still used at ses, visual camouflage
is,pftiviously essential, The value of visual sighting often lies in the fact
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o that the observer is completely unseen and the enemy is unaware that he is be-
On the other hand, radar, in spite of its good points, is not a
secure means of observation, for the enemy can detect radar transmissions and

ing watched.

adopt appropriate countermeasures,”
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